
Mayor Mark D. Boughton, Mayor 
City Council Members 

 
Mayor Mark D. Boughton called the Special City Council Meeting to order at 8:10pm 

on December 05, 2011. 
 
Legislative Assistant Jean Natale called roll. 

 
PRESENT WERE COUNCIL MEMBERS: Philip Curran, Jack Knapp, Gregg Seabury, 

Colleen Stanley, Don Taylor, Warren Levy,  Phillip Colla, Michael Halas, Shay 
Nagarsheth, Charles Trombetta, Joseph Cavo, Andrew Wetmore, Thomas Saadi, 
Fred Visconti, Benjamin Chianese, Paul T. Rotello, Duane Perkins, Joseph 

Scozzafava and Mary Teicholz. 
 

PRESENT: 20 ABSENT: 1 
 
Councilman Peter Nero was absent due to family business. 

 
Corporation Counsel Robert Yamin and Deputy Corporation Counsel Laszlo Pinter 

and Legislative Assistant, Jean Natale, were also in attendance. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG & PRAYER 
Mr. Yamin led everyone in the room in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Council Member 
Curran led everyone in the room in a prayer. 

 
Jean Natale, Legislative Assistant, read the notice of the Special Meeting. 

Council President Cavo moved to accept the call to return to service 
for the Special Meeting, seconded by Council Member Nagarsheth. Motion 
passed by unanimous vote. 

 
Public Speaking 

Mr. Charlie Setaro of 27 Deer Hill Avenue spoke on agenda item #2. 
Ms. Lynn Waller of 83 Highland Avenue spoke on agenda item #4. 
 

As there was no one else who wished to make comments, Public Speaking was 
closed. 

 
Mayor Boughton reminded all present that there would be Council Meeting 
tomorrow night. 

 
ITEM #1:  ELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 
Councilman Seabury moved to nominate Joseph Cavo as President of 
the City Council commenting that Mr. Cavo has provided the City Council 

with tremendous guidance and direction.  Councilman Knapp seconded the 
motion stating that Mr. Cavo’s knowledge of the City of Danbury was second 

to none. 
 



Mayor Boughton asked for further nominations for Council President.  As there were 
none, Councilman Saadi moved to close nominations.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilman Visconti.  Vote, all in favor, motion unanimously approved and 
nominations were closed. 

 
The motion to elect Joseph Cavo as Council President passed by 19 to 1 
vote, with Mr. Perkins voting against the motion. 

 
Mayor Boughton congratulated Mr. Cavo. Mr. Cavo thanked the Council for their 

kind words and vote of support. 
 
ITEM #2:  REGULAR MEETING DATES OF THE COUNCIL 

 
It was moved by Mr. Levy and seconded by Mr. Saadi to wave the 

reading of the dates.  Without objection Mayor Boughton waved the 
reading of the dates. 

 

Council Member Cavo moved to receive the communication and 
Resolution and to adopt the Resolution as presented, seconded by 

Council Member Taylor. 
 

Council Member Chianese asked if the Council could set up a process for changing 
the dates if one was found to be in conflict of a holiday or other conflict.  Mr. Pinter 
stated that the council could offer an amendment to allow the Mayor to change the 

dates should a conflict arise. 
 

 Council Member Chianese moved to allow the Mayor to change the 
dates should a meeting fall on a holiday or conflict for other reasons.  
The motion was seconded by Paul Rotello. 

 
Discussion of the motion took place including Mr. Saadi stating that he was 

not comfortable with changing the current procedure for cancelling and 
changing meeting dates.  Mr. Printer clarified that there was a procedure in 
place currently available to the Council, but that was not the question Mr. 

Chianese asked.  Other Council Members spoke against the motion. 
  

The motion to amend the meeting date resolution to allow the Mayor 
to change or cancel a meeting failed by a 3 to 17 vote.  Council 
Members Paul Rotello, Ben Chianese, and Fred Visconti voted in favor.  All 

other voted against. 
 

The motion to receive the communication and Resolution and to 
adopt the Resolution of regular meeting dates passed unanimously. 

 



 

ITEM #3:  SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

 
Council Member Knapp moved to receive the communication and 

Resolution and to adopt the Resolution as presented, seconded by 
Council Member Nagarsheth.  Vote, all in favor, motion unanimously 
approved. 

 
ITEM #4:  APPOINTMENT OF LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT 

 
Mayor Boughton read his letter of December 1, 2011 appointing Jean Natale to the 

position of Legislative Assistant.  Council Member Levy commented that he was on 
the Charter revision commission which changed this position from elected to a 
Mayoral appointment.  He reminded the Council Members and those present of the 

changes to the Charter and the duties of the office by reading the Charter section.    
He further stated that Jean Natale had been elected four times by the voters of 

Danbury. 
 
Council Member Levy moved to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Jean 

Natale to the office of Legislative Assistant to the City Council.  The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Seabury. Council Member Seabury continued that 

Ms. Natale has been elected by the voters four times, she is more than qualified for 
the position, she works with the council in preparing for Ad Hoc meeting and 
working with department heads. 

 
Council Member Stanley stated that Ms. Natale has been of great assistance to her 

in preparing for Ad Hoc, Budget, and Board of Education Meetings.  She thanked 
Ms. Natale for her hard work and stated that she supports the appointment. 
 

Council Member Knapp stated Ms. Natale was handily elected four times proving 
that the citizens have great confidence in her.  He appreciates her experience and 

professionalism and supports the appointment.  She is tenacious in getting the Ad 
Hoc meeting scheduled and getting everyone prepared for the meetings, which is 
not an easy task. 

 
Council Member Taylor stated that he too supports the appointment stating that 

she has been elected and has the experience and knowledge for the position. 
 
Council Member Trombetta stated that he was one hundred percent in support of 

the appointment of Ms. Natale.  He stated that she has done a great job of helping 
disabled residents including him.  In addition, he stated that she is very timely in 

her response to phone calls and Council requests. 
 
Council President Cavo stated it has been his extreme pleasure to work with Ms. 

Natale for the past eight years.  He continued that Ms. Natale has streamlined the 
documentation making the Council more organized and productive.  In addition she 



is a distinguished ambassador for the City.  Further, since she was elected by the 
voters four times she is the right person for the job.  He supports the appointment. 

 
Council Member Scozzafava stated that he supports the appointment because Ms. 

Natale has always worked to assist him in his work as a Council Member regardless 
of his position of the issues.  She has always been responsive and professional. 
 

Council Member Saadi made several comments regarding the position and then Mr. 
Saadi made a motion to refer the appointment to an Ad hoc Committee. 

 
Since a motion was made to send the item to an Ad Hoc Committee the Mayor 
appointed Council President Cavo, Council Member Seabury, and Council Member 

Viscounti to the Committee.  The Mayor passed the gavel to Council President Cavo 
who took Chairmanship of the meeting.  Mayor Boughton then commented that The 

City Charter is the controlling document, and it is clear that the position is a 
Mayoral appointment.  He further stated the City Council affirmed that Charter 
language. 

President Cavo returned the gavel to Mayor Boughton who assumed Chairmanship 
of the meeting. 

 
As there was no further business before the Council, Council Member Seabury 

moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Trombetta.  The motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 8:47 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Shani Burke Specht 
 

 
Attest: Mark D. Boughton 


